Infusion pump adverse events: experience from medical device reports.
Infusion pumps are used in the hospital setting, nursing home, and increasingly, in the home. Medical Device Reports to the Food and Drug Administration of adverse events during the use of infusion pumps for a 10-year period are described. Examples of cases reported to the Food and Drug Administration are provided. The problems reported by medical facilities (hospitals, medical centers, hospital pharmacies, or nursing homes) are compared with those that occur in the home or reported by home health care agencies. Overall, there were no differences in the types of adverse events reported by medical facilities when compared with reports from home health care agencies. However, there were differences in the location of use of some of the infusion pumps studied, which could reflect the trend toward home care over the past decade.